Cellular immune responses in neonates.
Reduced numbers of lymphocytes and antigen presenting cells have been described as some of the main factors responsible for antigenic tolerance or low responsiveness in neonates. However, by changing the parameters of immunization, such as dose of antigen and frequency of antigen presenting cells we and others have shown that neonates have the option of developing the same variety of immune responses seen in adults. Several aspects of the development of cellular immunity in human and murine neonates are reviewed in this article, with a special focus on the development of T cell mediated responses, from ontogeny to effector function.